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Yuri Ancarani
Atlantide 2017 - 2023
curated by Lorenzo Balbi
MAMbo – Museo d’Arte Moderna di Bologna, Sala delle Ciminiere
2 February – 7 May 2023
Opening Wednesday, 1 February 2022, 6 p.m.

Bologna, 31 January 2023 - Il MAMbo – Museo d’Arte Moderna di Bologna once again transforms 
the Sala delle Ciminiere to host the new exhibition of Yuri Ancarani (Ravenna, 1972): Atlantide 
2017 - 2023. The show, curated by Lorenzo Balbi, is a major project of ART CITY Bologna 
2023, the institutional program of exhibitions, events, and special initiatives promoted by the 
City of Bologna and BolognaFiere as part of Arte Fiera. The show opens on Wednesday, 1 Feb-
ruary 2023, at 6 p.m. and will remain open to the public from 2 February to 7 May 2023. 
 
The project conceived for MAMbo by the visual artist and filmmaker Ancarani is an "explosion" 
of the film Atlantis, which premiered in the Orizzonti section of the 2021 Venice Film Festival. 
It was subsequently shown at numerous international festivals: a journey through the research 
process and the many materials produced, on which the artist made a selection, giving them a 
new formalization over about six years before, during, and after the making of the film.
In an enveloping and immersive atmosphere, the audience can follow an external narrative that 
goes beyond a feature film, thanks to a series of previously unseen content produced for the 
exhibition.

Atlantide 2017 - 2023 was made possible with the support of the Trust per l’Arte Contempor-
anea, thanks to the main sponsor Gruppo Hera, in partnership with PAC Contemporary Art Pa-
vilion in Milan and IWONDERFULL, and in collaboration with I Wonder Pictures, Dugong Films, 
and Rai Cinema. We thank the Emilia-Romagna Film Commission for its collaboration.

“We have been collaborating with ART CITY for several years now - says Giuseppe Gagliano, 
Hera Group's Central Director of External Relations - and the decision to support the event 
again this year, as the main sponsor of Ancarani's exhibition, is proof of our willingness to sup-
port artistic languages that raise awareness of important issues. In this case, the degradation 
of the environment and human relationships, two mutually reinforcing factors that cultural 
events such as this help to bring to the fore, inviting us to reflect on what each of us can do to 
counteract them”

The film Atlantide is a Dugong Films production with Rai Cinema in co-production with Luxbox 
and Unbranded Pictures. It stars Daniele, a young man from Sant'Erasmo, an island in the Venice 
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lagoon. He lives hand-to-mouth and is also ostracized by his peer group. Their shared, intensely 
pleasurable lifestyle is expressed through their faith in the barchino—a cult centered on produ-
cing ever more powerful engines that transform small lagoon speedboats into dangerous racers. 
Daniele, too, dreams of a record-breaking boat that would take him to the top position. How-
ever, everything he does to achieve his dream and earn the respect of the others ends up tra-
gically turning against him. The decay that erodes the relationships, environment, and actions 
of a generation adrift is observed through the eyes of the timeless Venetian landscape. The 
point of no return is a baleful, secondary story of a violent male initiation predestined to fail-
ure that explodes, dragging the ghost town into a disastrous psychedelic trip. 

Atlantide was constructed and crafted through the relationships the director eventually de-
veloped with the young men—almost all non-actors who became part of the cast—the story of 
their lives and relationship with Venice. Ancarani states that:
"Atlantis is a film made without a script. The dialogues are stolen from real life, while the 
story came into being by observing the boys’ lives over about four years. This way of working 
gave me the opportunity to overcome the traditional limitation in planning the film’s produc-
tion: first, writing, and then shooting. Thus, the film was able to sensitively record this period 
of great change in Venice and the lagoon from a difficult-to-perceive point of view, attentive to  
the teenagers’ gaze. The desire to experience their lives from so close up, in their barchini, 
made everything else possible. As a result, the film slowly constructed itself" (L’Atlantide by 
Yuri Ancarani on cinematografo.it, 2 September 2021).

Although the film’s narrative revolves around Daniele and the other boys, the lagoon city's sin-
gularity emerges as the main character. Thus, the focus is the Venice-Atlantis the artist has re-
created at MAMbo—a city difficult to define, suffocated by exploitative tourism, and under con-
stant environmental threats that affect the entire planet yet become particularly meaningful 
here. Now reduced to fewer than 50,000 inhabitants, they live suspended between the need to 
fight against being inundated by the lagoon, the relentless waves of tourism, and the tempta-
tion to abandon the struggle and leave the city to its fate.
At the same time, from a broader perspective, Ancarani's Venice loses its geographical and 
urban connotation, becoming a symbol, an ideal representation of the decadence of capitalism, 
and a model depicting a global problem. 
At the journey’s end, one realizes how these problems, these issues, concern not only Venice or 
Venetians but involve us all directly.

The other major themes that run through the Atlantide 2017 – 2023 exhibition are adolescent 
despair, Venice’s decay, and the deterioration of the environment and relationships. The exhibi-
tion can be interpreted as a single choral work: the film is presented iat MAMbo as a piece of a 
larger project that contains a series of new works. 
Lorenzo Balbi has written about the exhibition: "Within and around the Sala delle Ciminiere, 
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Ancarani has recreated an unreal place, perhaps above sea level, or perhaps submerged, per-
vaded by darkness, fog and laser lights. In this non-place, visitors physically come into contact 
with the artist’s Venice-Atlantis, an imaginary or perhaps real place, made of simple but disori-
enting images: a monk relentlessly sweeping the water under a portego with a broom, an im-
provised musician strumming an accordion on a fondamenta in front of a vaporetto aground, 
two teenagers on a barchino getting dressed after having sex in the lagoon, a blindfolded girl 
taken to see a sticker with her own name, which has just been attached to her boyfriend’s 
boat. These are ordinary images of Venetian life, images that seem out of the ordinary, but for 
this very reason are all the more real and effective."

Various materials are presented in the show. In some cases, they are short films, also the result 
of Ancarani's documentary work in Venice (as, for example, the footage of the demonstration 
protesting large ships in the lagoon or transporting an electrical appliance by boat from Burano 
to Rialto, seen through the movements of a bug on ropes). 
A compelling point in the exhibition is the double video installation in the centre of the Sala 
delle Ciminiere, while in the right 'aisle' the public finds Atlantide’s psychedelic finale, with 
outtakes, beams of colored lights from Daniele's barchino projected onto the Venetian palaces, 
and music by Sick Luke and Lorenzo Senni/Francesco Fantini.

On the occasion of Atlantide 2017 – 2023 an unpublished screenplay of Atlantide will be pub-
lished by Edizioni MAMbo. It was adapted by Marco Alessi and Marta Tagliavia (Dugong Films), 
who created a script after the film was made without a screenplay, using extemporaneous dia-
logue. The publication also includes an original essay by Lorenzo Balbi, a selection of stills 
from the film and drawings by Alessandro Montelli.

Ancarani will also be in Bologna at Arte Fiera 2023: he is in fact the protagonist of the first 
edition of the Led Wall Commission, which will see the presence at the entrance to Piazza Co-
stituzione of a 5 x 9 metre mega-screen on which his video contents will be visible to those who 
cross the threshold of the exhibition centre. 
As part of the Book Talks organised by Arte Fiera, the screenplay published by Edizioni MAMbo 
will be presented on 4 February at 5 pm. 
The artist will then be the protagonist with Lorenzo Balbi and Marinella Paderni of the ARTalk 
CITY event at the Accademia di Belle Arti on Saturday 4 February at 10.30 a.m. and on the 
same evening at 10 p.m., during the IWONDERFULL NIGHT (Pop Up Cinema Medica 4k), he will 
present his film Atlantide together with Lorenzo Balbi.

Lastly, a retrospective exhibition will be dedicated to the artist at the PAC Padiglione d’Arte 
Contemporanea in Milan from 28 March to 11 June 2023, curated by Diego Sileo and Iolanda 
Ratti. In addition, a catalogue, published by Silvana Editoriale, will underscore the dialogue and 
connection between the two exhibitions in Bologna and Milan.
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Biography Yuri Ancarani
Yuri Ancarani (Ravenna, 1972) is an Italian video artist and filmmaker. His works originate from 
a continuous mix of documentary films and contemporary art. Moreover, they result from an ex-
ploration often aimed at the less visible regions of everyday life, worlds into which the artist 
has personally ventured.

His work has been presented at numerous national and international exhibitions and mu-
seums, including Kunstverein Hannover (Germany); Castello di Rivoli (Rivoli Turin, Italy); Mani-
festa 12 (Palermo, Italy); Kunsthalle Basel (Basel, Switzerland); Art Basel Unlimited (Basel, 
Switzerland); 16th Quadriennale d'Arte Altri tempi, altri miti, Palazzo delle Esposizioni (Rome); 
55th International Art Exhibition, Il Palazzo Enciclopedico, La Biennale di Venezia (Italy); 
Beursschouwburg (Brussels, Belgium); CAC, Centre d'Art Contemporain Genève (Geneva, 
Switzerland); Centre Pompidou (Paris, France); Fondazione Sandretto, Re Rebaudengo (Turin); 
Hammer Museum (Los Angeles, California); AMACI, Museo del Novecento (Milan); MAXXI, Museo 
Nazionale delle Arti del XXI secolo (Rome); R. Solomon Guggenheim Museum (New York, USA); 
Palais de Tokyo (Paris, France); RaebervonStenglin (Zurich, Switzerland); and Stiftung Insel 
Hombroich (Neuss, Germany).

He has also participated in numerous festivals, including the New York Film Festival (New York 
City, USA); Camden International Film Festival (Maine, USA); New Directors/New Films, MoMA 
(New York, USA); Desert Exhibition of Art (Palm Spring, California); True/False Film Festival 
(Columbia, Missouri); SXSW South by Southwest (Houston, Texas); Ann Arbor Film Festival 
(Michigan, USA); Hot Docs (Toronto, Canada); TIFF Toronto International Film Festival (Toronto, 
Canada); BIM Biennial of the Moving Image, Centre d'Art Contemporain Genève (Geneva, 
Switzerland); Locarno Film Festival (Locarno, Switzerland); Viennale (Vienna, Austria); 67th and 
68th Venice Film Festivals (La Biennale di Venezia, Italy); IFFR International Film Festival Rotter-
dam (Rotterdam, The Netherlands); 23rd IDFA International Documentary Film Festival Amster-
dam (Amsterdam, The Netherlands); Cinéma du Réel (Centre Pompidou, Paris France); CPH: 
DOX (Copenhagen, Denmark); Festival International du Film de La Roche sur Yon (La Roche sur 
Yon, France); Beat Film Festival (Moscow, Russia); Taipei Film Festival (Taipei, Taiwan).

He has also received numerous prizes and awards, including the 'Special Jury Prize CINÉ+' Cine-
asti del presente, 69th Locarno Film Festival (Locarno, Switzerland); five nominations at the 
Cinema Eye Honors, Museum of Moving Image (New York, USA); “Grand Prix in Lab Competi-
tion”, Clermont Ferrand Film Festival (Clermont Ferrand, France).
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TECHNICAL DATA SHEET

Exhibition: 
Yuri Ancarani. Atlantide 2017 - 2023

Curated by:
Lorenzo Balbi 

Promoted by:
Settore Musei Civici Bologna | MAMbo – Museo d’Arte Moderna di Bologna

Venue:
MAMbo – Museo d’Arte Moderna di Bologna | Via Don Minzoni 14, Bologna

Dates: 
2 February - 7 May 2023
Opening Wednesday, 1 February 2022 at 6 p.m.

Opening hours:
Tuesdays and Wednesdays  2-7 p.m.; Thursdays  2-8 p.m.; Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays, and pub-
lic holidays 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. Closed on non-holiday Mondays

Opening hours on the occasion of ART CITY Bologna 2023:
2 February 2-8 p.m.
3 and 5 February 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
4 February 10 a.m. - midnight

Tickets: 
Full 6 euros | Reduced 4 euro. Free from 2 to 5 February on the occasion of ART CITY Bologna 
Tickets online: https://www.midaticket.it/eventi/yuri_ancarani  

General Information:
MAMbo – Museo d’Arte Moderna di Bologna
Tel. +39 051 6496611
www.mambo-bologna.org 
info@mambo-bologna.org
Facebook: MAMboMuseoArteModernaBologna
Instagram: @mambobologna
Twitter: @MAMboBologna
YouTube: MAMbo channel
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Settore Musei Civici Bologna:
www.museibologna.it
Instagram: bolognamusei

Press Office Settore Musei Civici Bologna:
e-mail UfficioStampaBolognaMusei@comune.bologna.it  
Elisa Maria Cerra – Tel. +39 051 6496653 e-mail elisamaria.cerra@comune.bologna.it  
Silvia Tonelli – Tel. +39 051 6496620 e-mail silvia.tonelli@comune.bologna.it  
Con la collaborazione di Ornella De Carlo
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